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You Raise Me Up 
 

Bible Story: You Raise Me Up (Lazarus Raised) • John 11:1-45 
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is. 
Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle 
over the world.” John 16:33b, NIrV 
Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Bible Verse Motions: TBA 
 
 
 
1. Time to Change – Nicolas 

 
What You Need: Clear glass jar, pitcher of water, “Early Arriver” Activity Pages 

 
What You Do: 
Hold the colored stripes page behind the jar and guide the kids to sit in front of it.  
Slowly fill the jar with water and watch as the colors change places.  
Try it again with the arrows page and watch them change direction.  
 

What You Say: 

“You would have never thought that these colors would change place, or that these arrows would 
switch directions. But God is powerful, and He can change situations beyond what we could believe.  
 
In today’s Bible story, we’re going to hear how God really made a huge change, a change which helps 
us to remember, Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is. 
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2. Good to Bad  – Elise 

 

What You Need: Copies, crayons or markers, scissors 

 
What You Do: 

Give each child the “Hope” sheet to color or decorate. 
Have them cut out an arrow sheet. 
Show them how to weave the arrow piece through the first sheet to change “good” to “bad”. 

 
What You Say: 

“Sometimes bad things happen, and we feel sad or angry or confused. But when we know God, we can 
have HOPE even when bad things happen. Hope is believing that something GOOD (pull the slide to 
reveal the word GOOD) can come out of something BAD.  

 
“In today’s Bible story, we’re going to hear how good came out of something bad. 
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3. He’s Got the Whole World - Amy 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Bibles, globe  
 
What You Do: 
Using the Bible Navigation Tips below, look up John 16:33b together with the group and read it out 
loud.  

 

Then gather the kids in a circle. 
Say the first word of the verse and then toss the globe to a kid across the circle from you.  
Encourage the group to toss the globe around and across the circle, with each person who 
catches the globe saying the next word of the verse.  

 
What You Say: 
“Everyone all over the earth has trouble. We all get sick or scared or lonely. (You can invite kids to 
share their own examples of this, but be sensitive to children in extreme circumstances.) But Jesus has 

rescued all of us by giving us new life when we follow Him. He showed the ultimate example of God’s 
power when He rose again from the dead. We can trust that He can take care of any problem we face. 
So this week, this month, and this year, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember how powerful 
God is. 
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4. It Can’t Be Done <<<<<PRACTICE THIS AT HOME! J. R. 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

 
What You Need: Paper, scissors 

 
What You Do: 

 Guide the kids to review the story, letting them provide as many details as they can.  

 Ask a few questions to get them started, if needed: 
o Who were the main people in our story today? (Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha) 
o Why did Lazarus’s sisters feel sad and hopeless? (Their brother, Lazarus, was dead) 
o What did Jesus do to help? (He rose Lazarus from the dead) 
o What did today’s story prove? (How powerful God is) 

 Give each kid a piece of paper and scissors and challenge them to the “Impossible Paper 
Challenge.” 

 The steps are as follows:  
o Fold the paper in half lengthwise. 
o Open the paper. 
o Cut one side of the paper in the middle to the center crease. 
o Cut the opposite side in thirds to the center crease. 
o With the two-cut side facing toward you, re-crease the smaller folds facing away from 

you on the left and right both ways.  
o With the two-cut side still facing toward you, flip the top right third towards you. Then flip 

the bottom right half under into place. 
o You should now be able to flip the center flap back and forth to reveal the seemingly 

impossible extra flap that doesn’t fit on either side.  
 
What You Say: 

“Lazarus’s sisters must have felt helpless watching him struggle when he was sick and even more so 
after he died. It must have felt like there was no possibility of everything being okay again. They were in 
an impossible situation. [Make It Personal] (Talk about a kid-appropriate time when you thought 
all hope was lost, like when you were lost, your dog was lost, etc.) There are often times in our 
lives when we feel like nothing is going right and like nothing will ever be okay again, but [Bottom Line] 
whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.”  
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5. Missing the Power - Charlie 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 

 Eight small objects; ideally ones that require power, such as a flashlight, a phone, a battery-
operated toy, a remote control, a handheld game, etc. 

 A tray large enough to hold your objects  

 A towel or blanket large enough to cover the tray 

 To prepare the activity, set the items on the tray and cover it with the towel. 
 
What You Need: Offering container, items on a covered tray 

 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to gather around you. Set the tray where every child can see it.  

 Remove the towel and prompt kids to look carefully at the items.  

 After a few seconds, replace the towel and guide kids to close their eyes. (No peeking!) 

 When all eyes are closed, remove and hide one object.  

 Tell kids to open their eyes.  

 Lift the towel and challenge kids to identify the missing item. 
HINT: Guide kids to silently point to their noses, touch their ears, or give another sign when they 
identify the missing object. This will help ensure that every child has time to guess 
independently.  

 Repeat. Play as long as time remains.  

 End by encouraging kids to identify what the objects have in common.  
 

What You Say: All of these items need power. The power they have is supplied by electricity. If these 

things don’t have batteries, they don’t do what they are designed to do.  
 
We’re the same way. We need God’s power. If we don’t have God’s power, we can’t do what we’re 
designed to do. As you listen to the story today, remember, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, 
remember how powerful God is.”  

 
 

 
 
Self Directed 

Legos 
Mummy Wrapping 
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GROUPS 

24 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. All the Feels 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: “All the Feels Cards Sheet” and “All the Feels Story” Activity Pages; marker 
 
What You Do: 

 Give each kid a sheet of emotion cards.  

 Read the feelings on the cards out loud.  

 Then read the “All the Feels Story” slowly to the group, encouraging kids to point to the card that 
shows the emotions that the people in the story are feeling or how they would feel themselves in 
that situation.  

 
What You Say: 

“Jesus’ friends had a lot of feelings during this whole time. His friends who were traveling with Him were 
probably afraid of what would happen if they went toward Jerusalem to visit Mary and Martha. Mary and 
Martha were obviously sad about their brother and also maybe frustrated or angry that Jesus hadn’t 
done anything to help them. The crowd was confused and upset. But then, when Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead, there were even more emotions: joy, excitement, wonder, and maybe even still some 
fear because it was so unexpected.  
 
“We have times in our lives with a lot of feelings: when we move or change schools, when we have a 
new brother or sister, when someone we love is sick. But [Bottom Line] whatever happens, 
remember how powerful God is. Even during troubled times, we can trust that God cares for us and 

will be with us no matter what. Mary and Martha saw firsthand that Jesus was powerful enough to bring 
their brother back to life. That wasn’t their plan. They wanted Jesus to keep him from getting sick in the 
first place. But Jesus had a bigger plan to show everyone without a doubt that God is powerful over 
everything, even death.” 
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2. He’s Got the Whole World – (Repeat from the Plugin) 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Bibles, globe  
 
What You Do: 
Using the Bible Navigation Tips below, look up John 16:33b together with the group and read it out 
loud.  

 

Then gather the kids in a circle. 
Say the first word of the verse and then toss the globe to a kid across the circle from you.  
Encourage the group to toss the globe around and across the circle, with each person who 
catches the globe saying the next word of the verse.  

 
What You Say: 
“Everyone all over the earth has trouble. We all get sick or scared or lonely. (You can invite kids to 
share their own examples of this, but be sensitive to children in extreme circumstances.) But Jesus has 

rescued all of us by giving us new life when we follow Him. He showed the ultimate example of God’s 
power when He rose again from the dead. We can trust that He can take care of any problem we face. 
So this week, this month, and this year, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember how powerful 
God is. 
 

 
3.. Finger-piece Theater  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: Bible marked at John 11, “Finger Puppets” and “Lazarus and Tomb” Activity Pages, 
scissors, markers or crayons, tape, flashlight (optional), backdrop (optional) 

 
What You Do: 

 Give each child a “Lazarus and Tomb.” Guide kids to cut out around the figures.  

 Provide hand-over-hand assistance as necessary.  

 Invite kids to color the figures. 

 Divide the kids into two groups. Give four volunteers the Mary, Martha, Jesus, and Crowd finger 
puppets and help them tape the puppets around their extended pointer and middle fingers. (See 
illustration on the Activity Page.) 

 All of the remaining kids can play the part of Lazarus. Help them attach the Lazarus puppet to 
their pointer and middle fingers. 

 Narrate the story while the kids “dramatize” with the puppets.  
o Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha, lived in Bethany. One day, Mary and 

Martha sent a message to Jesus that their brother was very sick. Jesus said: “This 
sickness will not end in death” (John 11:4 NIrV). 

o Jesus stayed where He was for two more days, and then He and His friends traveled to 
Bethany. When they arrived, they learned that Lazarus had died and had been in the 
tomb for four days.  

http://www.whatisorange.org/


Wednesday Treehouse  

©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
Adapted by (Trinity Worship Center 2018/2019).  

 

8 

o Martha went out to meet Jesus. When she saw Him, she said: Lord, . . . I wish you had 
been here! Then my brother would not have died (John 11:21 NIrV). 

o Jesus called for Mary, and when she came out, she also said: Lord, I wish you had been 
here! Then my brother would not have died (John 11:32 NIrV). 

o Some people said: Couldn't he have kept this man from dying? (John 11:37 NIrV). 

o Mary, Martha, and Jesus came to the tomb—a cave with a stone in front. Jesus said to 
take away the stone. Martha said it would smell bad, but Jesus said: “Didn’t I tell you that 
if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” (John 11:40 NIrV) Jesus prayed to God and 

told Lazarus to come out, and Lazarus did! 
 
What You Say: 

“How do you think Mary and Martha felt when their brother died? How do you think they felt after they 
saw Lazarus walk out of the tomb? How would you have felt? 
 

“Sometimes things don’t go the way you expect. Think of Mary and Martha. They expected Jesus to 
heal their sick brother, Lazarus. But they expected Jesus to heal Lazarus BEFORE he died. So when 
Lazarus died, they thought Jesus was too late.  
 
“But it turned out that God had a different plan—a better plan, a more AMAZING plan. A plan to show 
the world how powerful He is by bringing Lazarus back from the dead! 
 
“So [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember how powerful God is. Remember that He loves 
you and that He can do more than you could ever imagine!” 

 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Do:  

 Ask kids to close their eyes and think of the biggest thing they can imagine in nature—a 
mountain, the ocean, a desert, the biggest bear they’ve ever seen, etc 

 Pray together and thank God for creating those things. 
 
What You Say: 

“Father, we thank You that You have given us so many instructions and directions about how to live. 
Help us to always remember to turn to You when we need to know what to do, and remind us what You 
have told us through the Bible and through the people around us. Thank You that You are powerful 
enough to protect us. This week, remind us of Your power when we feel uncertain. Amen. [Bottom 
Line] Whatever happens, remember how powerful God is.” 
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