
252 Groups   September 2018, Week 2 
   K–5 Starter 

 

©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date).  

 

1 

K1 
Rebuild This City 
 

Bible Story: Rebuild This City (The Wall is Rebuilt) • Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-16, 8:1-17 
Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what God has done. 
Memory Verse: “Work at everything you do with all your heart. Work as if you were working for 
the Lord.” Colossians 3:23a, NIrV 
Life App: Initiative—Seeing what needs to be done and doing it 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 

PLUGINS 
 

1. Concentration – Elizabeth (Because you liked it so much…) 
 

What You Need: Nothing, but watch this video for how this game is played:  http://bit.ly/2GEIGKr 
 
What You Do:  

 Ask a few questions about focus:  
o What is something in your life that requires you to focus?  
o It that easy or difficult?  
o What tends to distract you from focusing?  

 Play the hand clapping game “Concentration.” 

 Kids circle up and clap to a rhythm while naming things in a category without repeating 
something already said.  

 If kids repeat or can’t think of an item, and they mess up the rhythm, they are out for that round. 
Play until only two players are left.  

 Check out this link to see how it’s done: http://bit.ly/2GEIGKr 

 Choose from these categories or pick your own: food, candy, superheroes, colors, animals, 
places, clothes, etc.  

 
TO ADAPT FOR YOUNGER KIDS:  
Clap to a simpler, slower rhythm and make sure everyone has time to think of what they will say.  
 
 
CLEANUP – None 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
http://bit.ly/2GEIGKr
http://bit.ly/2GEIGKr
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2. Sweet Selection - Amy 

 
Up to eight children. 
 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: A large bowl of colored beads (or other object), tweezers, paper cups 
What You Do: 

 Gather the whole group in a circle around the bowl of beads. Make sure everyone can reach 
inside. 

 Hand out the tweezers and the paper cups.  

 Assign one color of tile to one half of the circle to collect and put in their cups, and assign the 
other half a different color. 

 Remember, this game is to highlight the need and ability to focus amid distractions. Remind kids 
of that as often as necessary.  

 If the beads get picked over quickly, call a pause and stir it with the spoon to bring more of the 
desired colors to the top.  

 When you think all the designated colors have been cleared out, circle up to talk.  

 
What You Say: 
“How did you feel when you had to hunt for your color? (Allow for discussion.) Would it have been 
easier to do it by yourself, while using your hands, and having plenty of time to do it? Probably! We all 
like the idea of working at something with absolutely no distractions or interruptions, but most of us 
don’t have distraction-free lives. Learning to keep your cool and [Bottom Line] stay focused on what 
needs to be done is a big part of growing up, both as a regular human being and as a follower of 
Jesus.  
 
“What kinds of things helped you stay focused on just your job during this game? (Allow for discussion.) 
Can any of them help you focus on a job you have to do at home or school? (Discuss strategies like 
blocking out noise by concentrating on your breathing, being aware of your body movements, being 
polite to those around you to avoid costly conflict, counting how many you have completed instead of 
looking at how many to go, keeping your eyes on your own progress and not others’, etc.) These are all 
great strategies to help you [Bottom Line] stay focused on what needs to be done.” 
 
 
CLEANUP  - Replace   all items in supply room.

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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3. Shower Gift – Torie 
 
Up to eight children. 
 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: TBA (I will have pictures of Austin and Addison. 
 
Austin Wright (Pastor Nicole’s assistant) and Addison Justice are 
getting married in October, and Shift 56 is giving them a 
SURPRISE shower Wednesday night during class. I’m going to 
have the kids either make them a big card OR aprons with 
fingerprints. I’ll keep you posted…. 
 
What You Do: TBA 
 
What You Say: 
“Mr. Austin and Miss Addison are engaged, and they are going to 
get married really soon. We’re going to make them a _______ to 
help them celebrate their special day! 
 
Your gift is awesome! You’re helping Mr. Austin and Miss Addison to [Bottom Line] look for ways to 
celebrate what God has done!  
 
“One of the big things we can celebrate is that God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us so we could live 
with Him forever.” [Make It Personal] (Share about your experience choosing to follow Jesus for 
the first time. Who helped you understand that decision? Who did you tell? What happened 
afterward?) 
 
 
Cleanup – Get a child to help you. 
 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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4. Organizing Boxes - Edith 
 

What You Need: Supply boxes in Treehouse. 
 

What You Do: Go to all the stations, and show the children how to clean out and organize 
the supplies inside. 
 
What You Say: Taking initiative means you see what needs to be done and do it. These 
boxes are a mess! When you clean them up, you are taking initiative! 
 
Clean up: None. 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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5. Shelter Building - Mason 
 [Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: Construction paper, clear tape, scissors, Popsicle sticks, chenille stems, action 
figures, snacks (optional), plates/cups (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

 Hand out the materials and encourage the kids to build a “shelter” for an action figure with the 
items provided.  

 Each shelter should be no larger than a sheet of paper and no taller than a Popsicle stick. 
 

What You Say: 
“Your shelters look GREAT! Can you believe that Nehemiah and the people rebuilt the walls and gates 
around Jerusalem in 52 days? Well, I guess it’s not that surprising since nothing is too hard for God. 
When they finished building, it made sense for them to celebrate! And soon they were thanking God for 
all He had done not only in helping to rebuild but also in the past when He’d helped the people flee from 
slavery in Egypt. It’s a good reminder to us too that we need to [Bottom Line] look for ways to 
celebrate what God has done.” 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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6. Pyramid Act – Cesar 
 

 [Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Bibles, prepared plastic cups 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide children into teams and give each team a set of prepared cups.  

 Divide the cups equally among the children. 

 Teams must build the cups into a pyramid (in verse order) to win the game. 

 If anyone’s cup falls off, the whole team has to start over.  

 
What You Say: 
“This game was hard work! You could have let your frustrations run away with you and gotten 
distracted from the point of the game. But if you all moved slowly, together, this game was possible. 
When you were tempted to get upset with a teammate, you remembered to [Bottom Line] stay 
focused on what needs to be done.  
 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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7. Pin the Brick on the Wall – J. R.  

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: “Bricks” Activity Page, bandanas, scissors 
 
What You Do: 

 Line up the kids about three feet in front of the wall.  

 Give each child a paper brick.  

 Blindfold the first kid in line, spin him around three times, and then let him walk to the wall and 
stick his paper brick to it. 

 When finished, blindfold to next kid in line and continue play until each child has a turn sticking 
the brick on the wall. 

 
What You Say: 
“Have you ever played a version of this game at a party before? I would guess you’ve probably never 
been asked to pin a brick on a wall! But this is a super fun game to play, especially at a celebration like 
a birthday party. [Transition] Nehemiah certainly had something BIG to celebrate. Let’s head to 
Large Group and see if we can figure out what it was.” 
 

  
8. Reading Center (Books will be provided.) Self directed. 

 
9. Blocks 
 
10. Memory Work - Robbie   

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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GROUPS 
K1 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 

1. Review 
  

 Review the Bible Story Plot Points: 
o Nehemiah came to Jerusalem to do what? (Rebuild the wall) Yes! And now the walls 

and gates were finally finished. 
o Nehemiah and the people had rebuilt the wall in how many days? (52) Jerusalem was 

now safe from an enemy attack. The enemies were afraid because God had helped 
them. 

o Now that everyone was safe, they gathered to honor God and celebrate what He had 
done. Do you remember who read from God’s word? (Ezra) 

o Once they heard God’s Word, they began to see that they had wandered far from God. 
Some began to cry. But Ezra said, “Don’t be sad. Honor God!”  

o The people celebrated the Feast of Booths by building shelters and remembering how 
God took care of them when they received freedom from slavery in Egypt. 
 

 
2. Party Time! 

What You Need: No supplies. 
 
What You Do: 

 Talk to kids about what kind of party they would have for their birthday if there were no limit to 
cost or location. Divide into two groups if desired.   Ask: 

o Where would it be?  
o What would be the theme?  
o Who would you invite?  
o What activities would there be?  

 Ask each children when his/her birthday is, and put it on a calendar. Let each child talk about 
their favorite birthday.  

 
3.  Word Bubble Praise 

What You Need: “Word Bubbles” Activity Pages, scissors, crayons 
 
What You Do: 

 Give each kid a “Word Bubble” (example below). Keep the “Savior” page for yourself. 

 Read the words out loud if kids are unsure of what they say. 

 Let the kids hold up their words and read them together as a group.  

 Go around the circle and read the words again, but this time instruct kids to say the words like a 
cheer or a chant, and pump their fists in the air. 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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What You Say: 
“Today we’ve learned to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done. It’s easy to 
celebrate God for all the wonderful things that are true about Him. God is (point to the word bubbles as 
you say them) kind, loving, patient, powerful, and good! He is our Creator, our protector, and our friend. 
God is awesome! But we’re not done yet! God also sent Jesus to be our Savior! (Hold up the “Savior” 
word bubble). He showed initiative when he chose to send Jesus to give his life on the cross. Three 
days later Jesus rose again and proved that nothing could separate us from Him. That is certainly 
something to celebrate! I’m so thankful we don’t have to search very hard to [Bottom Line] look for 
ways to celebrate what God has done.” 
 

 
 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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4. Duck, Duck, VERSE 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Use the Bibles to look up Colossians 3:23a and quickly review with the group. 

 Ask kids to circle up. Select one kid to start the game. 

 The selected child will walk around the circle while tapping each person’s head as he says the 
words of the verse.  

 When he gets the reference (Colossians 3:23a), whomever he taps must get up and chase him 
around the circle until one of them sits back down in the empty spot.  

 The last kid standing starts a new round. 

 Repeat as time and interest allow. 
 
What You Say: 
“We’ve had a great month learning about initiative. Every job, no matter how small, matters to God. 
Even when you’re washing the dishes or feeding the dog, you can work at it with all your heart and 
honor God too. You can look down at your hands and say, ‘Thanks, God for these super cool hands 
that I can use to do so many things,’ or, ‘Thank You for my eyes and nose that can see and smell my 
crazy dog!’ Remember this week to [Bottom Line] look for ways to celebrate what God has done.” 
 

5. Tool Belt 
What You Need: Strip of paper, paper tool cut outs, stickers, stapler, hard hats 

 
What You Do:  
Give each child a strip of paper for a tool ‘belt’, and have them write their name on it in 
large letters. 
Have children add stickers to the tools, then use a stapler to fasten the tools to their 
‘belts’.  
Give each child a hard hat. 

 
What You Say: All this month we have been talking about Nehemiah taking initiative, and today we 
talked about how he celebrated what God had done. We’re celebrating the end of our lessons on 
Nehemiah with a special kind of party hats - hard hats! You can take it home and maybe even wear it 
when you are taking initiative around your house. 
 

Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 

What You Need: “Word Bubbles” from the Application Activity 
 
What You Do:  

 Encourage the kids to hold up their “Word Bubbles” as you pray together.  

 Explain that you when point to them during the prayer, they will say the word on their bubble. 
 

http://www.whatisorange.org/
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What You Say: 
“Dear God, thank You for being (point to each word bubble as the kids repeat the characteristics of 
God). Thank you most of all for sending Jesus to be our (hold up the ‘Savior” word bubble) Savior! We 
want to look for ways to celebrate what You have done everywhere we go! In Jesus’ name we pray, 
amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to hold up their word bubble and talk about how it is a 
characteristic of God and something to celebrate. Encourage your kids to continue to show initiative 
and to celebrate God for who He is and all He’s done this week.  

 
 
Send children to Unplugged activities, reminding them to be respectful of other small groups 
that may still be in session.  

http://www.whatisorange.org/

